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The Niagara Compliance 
Audit Committee has decided 
that no action should be taken 
against five members of coun¬ 
cil and another candidate from 
the 2010 election, for contra¬ 
ventions of the Ontario 
Municipal Act- related to cam¬ 
paign expenses. 

On Tuesday evening, the 
committee heard statements 
from the firm that conducted 
the audits into councillors John 
Hill, Don Lubberts and Paul 
Collard, along with the three 
councillors in question and the 
individuals who filed applica¬ 
tions against them. On 
Wednesday, audit reports on 
the expenses of Ward 1 Coun. 
Stephen Passero, mayor Doug 
Martin and mayoral runner-up 
Ann-Marie Noyes were heard. 

The committee voted that no 
infraction was serious enough 
to see legal action taken against 
KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times the politicians and did not rec- 
Minnie Western, left, Daphne Torr and her 'little' Carmen Burke were all smiles at Fort Erie Big Brothers Big Sisters' Bowl for Kids' ommended them being moved 
Sake on Sunday. Executive director Sondra Barrett says the agency is far behind where it should be to meet its $45,000 goal. Go office, 
to page 13 to read more about it. 
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Bowling for the kids 


Audit 


process 

done 

> 


All six candidates 
scrutinized in the 
clear and face no 
penalties 


Q 


L/neff^'C'sHisj 


This is a small group designed to help people in the grieving process 
though education, empathy and encouragement. Each session will 
include time for discussion with people who understand. 

TLveri/Oiw 



For further information 
or to register please call 

905-894-1161 
or 905-871-2702 


TUESDAYS I at Williams Family Centre 
April 3 rd , 10 th , 17 th , 24th 722 Ridge Road N., Ridgeway 
and May 1 st • 7" 0 -8 3 " pm | led by Leonard J. Chester, B.A., M. Div. 
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Several contraventions considered only minor in nature by committee 


From Page 1 


"We're all responsible for 
our own actions and we 
have to follow the laws," she 
said before the committee. 

"We need to send a mes¬ 
sage, we are holding our 
politicians accountable," 
she added. 

Buder seemed most taken 
back by Hill's acceptance of 
a cheque from an ineligible 
U.S. resident, along with a 
donation from the Fort Erie 
Waterfront Preservation 


Association (FEWPA), a 
group formed to oppose the 
12-storey condo project at 
Bay Beach. 

By municipal law, candi¬ 
dates can receive funds dur¬ 
ing their campaigns from 
corporations...but not asso¬ 
ciations like FEWPA. 

"They are not a business, 
they are an association," 
said Butler about FEWPA. 

In Hill's remarks, he re¬ 
iterated a point already 
made by the auditor that he 
returned the $200 donation 
to Mr. Ken Smith, the U.S. 
resident who contributed to 


his campaign. 

In the Act, it says any 
donation that contravenes 
the law must be returned as 
soon as possible... which he 
did after the application was 
fried against him. 

"This, in my opinion, not 
only conveys my account¬ 
ability to the Act, it shows 
the transparency of my 
reporting," said Hill, who 
admitted that there are 
things to learn from, run¬ 
ning for office the first time 
in his fife. 

"There are lessons to be 
taken away from this expe¬ 


rience," he added. 

The next councillor to sit 
in the hot seat was Don 
Lubberts, who had an appli¬ 
cation filed against him by 
Martha Lockwood, the 
incumbent in the Ward 5 
race who was defeated by 
Lubberts in the October 
2010 election. 

The same allegation 
directed at Hill, that a $200 
donation from a U.S. resi¬ 
dent was illegal, was also 
part of the criticism against 
Lubberts' spending. 

In the auditor's report, it 
is said that Lubberts had a 
number of errors, omissions 
and misstatements in his 
financial statements such as 
providing an incorrect date 
for one of his fundraisers, a 
failure to include all contri¬ 
butions and under-report¬ 
ing his own personal contri¬ 
butions. 

Lockwood feels these 
errors should result in a 
penalty, other than just a 
slap on the wrist. 

"When candidates break 
the rules, there should be 
consequences," she said. 

Lockwood also ques¬ 
tioned the amount of "for¬ 
eign involvement" Lubberts 
had attached to his cam¬ 
paign, as many U.S. sum¬ 
mer residents were on his 
side leading up to the elec- 

In his remarks, Lubberts 
said he spoke to someone at 
Municipal Affairs who in his 
interpretation, told him that 
there was nothing wrong 
with that. 

"I don't know if foreign 
involvement had anything 
to do with how I got elect¬ 
ed," said Lubberts. 

Ward 6 Coun. Paul Collard 
was challenged by Larry 
Graber, the runner-up in 
the bid to represent 
Stevensville in the election. 

The most pressing allega- 


kk 

I never denied, or 
tried to hide 
anything.” 

— Ward 6 Coun. 

Paul Collard 

tion towards him was the 
fact that he didn't open a 
separate bank account for 
his campaign. 

Graber admitted that he 
wasn't under the impres¬ 
sion Collard was involved in 
any corrupt activity, but 
feels such an oversight 
being considered only a 
minor mistake will set a 
precedent for candidates in 
future elections that rules 
can be bent. 

"Mr Collard's action, or 
lack thereof, must be 
enforced," said Graber. 

"It would make the 
municipal elections act a 
mockery." 

Collard agreed he made 
an error and said he was 
fully aware of the possible 
consequences that failing to 
open a separate account 
might bring... but he didn't 
know he was doing anything 
wrong at the time. 

"I never denied, or tried 
to hide anything," said 
Collard. 

"I learned a valuable les¬ 
son," he added. 

On Wednesday, the first 
audit report to be discussed 
was Ward 1 Coun. Stephen 
Passero's. The primary 
infraction on his statement 
was not including an $850 
invoice for a campaign web¬ 
site and a $350 cash contri¬ 
bution from his mother, 
when any contributions 
greater than $25 need to be 
made by cheque. 


He too, like many of his 
colleagues who were under 
fire, was apologetic for his 
mistakes. 

"I don't blame the appli¬ 
cant for pointing them out," 
said Passero. 

Former councillor 
Richard Berry filed the 
application against Passero. 

Local resident John 
Gilmour filed the applica¬ 
tion for an audit into the 
campaign spending of 
mayor Doug Martin, claim¬ 
ing he incorrecdy calculated 
the value of the signs he 
used to promote his cam¬ 
paign, since he re-used 
some from the 2006 elec- 

Gilmour feels this gave 
him an advantage.... con¬ 
sidering after two recounts, 
it was determined that 
Martin won the election by 
five votes. 

"All of this hinges on the 
fact that the election was so 
close," said Gilmour. 

Martin thanked the com¬ 
mittee and the auditor for a 
fair and balanced process in 
his remarks. 

The next day, he was 
relieved that he and other 
members of council are able 
to get back to politics and 
running the municipality. 

"We can finally say with 
some certainty that the elec¬ 
tion is over and get back to 
business without this hang¬ 
ing over all of council," he 

An application was also 
filed against mayoral run¬ 
ner-up Ann-Marie Noyes 
for purchasing a website 
domain name before the 
timeframe in which candi¬ 
dates could begin spend¬ 
ing. 

All candidates under fire 
were cleared of any severe 
wrongdoing and no action 
will be taken against any of 
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COUNTRY CLUB RESTAURANT 


OPEN TUESDAY - FRIDAY FOR LUNCH 11:00 A.M. - 2:30 P.NI. 


DAILY LUNCH SPECIALS 


ALL NEW-ALL YOU CAN EAT 
SUNDAY BREAKFAST BRUNCH 

10:00 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 


With favourite items 
omelets, French toast, sausage, bacon, home 
fries, cold cereal, pastries, crepes, yogurt and 
granola, Roast Pork Loin, 
baked beans, along with 
coffee and juice. 


** 12 95 




OPEN FOR DINNER WM' ' f « 
FRIDAY and SATURDAY 4-9 P.M. IjEl lM 

Complimentary Hors d’Oeuvres Served 

Snpmy* a* feisurehy* iuncA* or dinner in* a* 

(fuiet* atmosphere* unth/ a*pamoramic* oiew-/ 

700 Gilmore Road, Fort Erie 
905-871-2400 • Toll Free: 1-888-235-7772 

info@bridgewatercountiyclub.com • www.bridgewatercountiyclub.con 


Dr. Francis Dube r 
OPTOMETRIST 

^ 1264 Garrison Road, Unit 4 ^ 

Fort Erie, L2A 1 Pi 

905 - 991-1515 

, COME CELEBRATE THE ENTIRE MONTH OF MARCH 

www. drdubeoptometry. com 


m 












Business donates to soup kitchen 



Pastors Dave and Kathy Stephenson from the Lighthouse Diner Soup Kitchen and Clothing Depot 
receiving a cheque from Vivianne and Scott Cooney from Grapes on the Ridge, on Thursday. The 
local business donated $550 from pledges Scott collected before participating in the annual Polar 
Bear Dip, earlier this year. 


Find us on 

Facebook 


MORTGAGE 
ilV INTELLIGENCE® 

FSCO LIC10428 5770 Hurontario St., Ste 600, Mississauga, ON 

• Better than Bank Rates for qualified clients 

• 95 % financing/30year including 5% cash 
back & borrowed downpayment options 

• Self Employed - many options available 



CANADA’S PREMIER 
MORTGAGE BROKER 
call RANDY WINGER 

FSCO LIC M08001765 

or AMANDA VOLLMER 

FSCO LIC M08001743 

905-382-4442 


winger Visit www.randywinger.com 



VOLLMER 
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“Your Pharmacist... Your Partner in He 


SENIORS DAYS 
15 % Discount 


1 st Tuesday of Each Month 
FREE BLOOD PRESSURE 
CHECKS 10am - 1pm 


We now offer a 

NEW WEBSITE 

Bring in your 
Health Card 
and get a PIN 
number to 
allow you to 
access your 
Medication Profile and order your 
prescriptions on-line. It’s EASY and 
CONVENIENT! Speak to one of our 
pharmacy team members for details. 


Last TUesday of 
each month is 

CUSTOMER 
APPRECIATION 
DAY! 

FREE 
Blood Pressure 
Checks 

from 9-11 am with 


Sign up for your 

REWARDS 
. CARD 

and start saving! 


We also provide Meds Check 

A Government paid consultation 
for diabetics or seniors taking 
3 or more medications at once. 

We also make house calls to shut-ins. 


BOGGIO & EDWARDS IDA PHARMACY 

igeway • 905-894-2200 

IRA PHARMACY 

irtColborne • 905-834-3514 

SB 
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Learn 


Niagara 

College 

Canada 

APPLIED DREAMS. 


B t You Tube 


Niagara College offers more 
than 100 diploma, bachelor 
degree and advanced level 
programs providing 
experience and hands-on 
skills. Broad range of study 
areas include food and 
wine sciences, advanced , 
technology, arts and media, 
business, hospitality, applied 
health and community studies. 


Apply now for 

September 2012 

NiagaraCollege.ca 


Niagara 

College 

Canada 

APPLIED DREAMS. 


Chamber gets 
behind horse racing 
industry 


Board of directors 
passes resolution 
opposing possibility of 
cutting funds 

The Greater Fort Erie Chamber of 
Commerce has an issue with at least 
one of the provincial government’s 
362 cost saving recommendations 
which would severely impact 
Ontario’s race track industry. 

As such, the Chamber's board of 
directors have passed a resolution 
which directly opposes the govern¬ 
ment’s suggestion to eliminate the 
Ontario Lottery and Gaming (OLG) 
Slots at the Racetrack's revenue shar¬ 
ing program in order to apply the 
money toward the province’s $16 bil¬ 
lion deficit. 

“Racetracks are an economic 
engine within many rural communi¬ 
ties and is a lead sector for rural jobs 
across the province. Our Chamber of 
Commerce is signaling our support 
for the racing industry with this reso¬ 
lution, and we are calling on our fel¬ 
low chambers across Ontario to do 
the same," said chamber president 
Stephen Passero. 

"The government's decision to tar¬ 
get an industry that provides employ¬ 
ment to 60,000 individuals and pro¬ 
vides hundreds of millions in reve¬ 
nues is short sighted thinking at best. 
Recognizing the increase in revenues 
generated over the last decade, the 
province should not be looking to 
withdraw their support, but instead 
should be enhancing their invest¬ 
ment and commitment going for¬ 
ward,” added Passero, who is also 
councillor for Ward 1.. 

“They aren't considering the dev¬ 
astating impact their decision would 
have on the horse breeding and rac¬ 
ing industry nor the financial hit to 
the families of 17 municipalities who 
rely on the industry for employment 
and tax base." 

During the unveiling of last week's 
controversial Drummond Report, 
Ontario's finance minister Dwight 
Duncan announced that one of the 
cost-saving recommendations is to 
eliminate the current $345 million 
revenue OLG racetrack revenue shar¬ 
ing program. 


In his public statement, Duncan 
suggests that the measures would 
allow the government to redirect the 
funds toward better school and hos¬ 
pital programs, citing that that the 
money would pay for more than 
27,800 hip or knee replacement sur¬ 
geries or province more than nine 
million hours of home care. 

In 2010, in an effort to keep Nordic 
Gaming Corp. from outright selling 
the 115-year-old Fort Erie Racetrack, 
the Fort Erie Economic Development 
and Tourism Corporation, worked in 
tandem with the Town of Fort Erie 
and the Ontario Horse Benevolent 
Protection Agency to create a not- 
for-profit entity which has strategi¬ 
cally operated the track since. 
According to Jim Thibert, chief exec¬ 
utive officer for the Fort Erie Live 
Racing Consortium (FELRC), the Fort 
Erie track may receive $5.6 million a 
year through the slots at the Race 
Track, but the actual revenues and 
spending are closer to $25 million a 
year for wages, benefits, goods and 
services and taxes paid at four levels 
of government. “As a deficit-cutting 
measure, putting race tracks in finan¬ 
cial jeopardy is counter-intuitive,” he 

“The timing and the manner that 
this announcement went out, had no 
concerns for the fact that we have to 
run this year” he said, adding that 
live racing is scheduled to begin in 
Fort Erie on Sunday, May 6. 

Given the grievous impact this rec¬ 
ommendation could have on our 
community and province at large, 
the Greater Fort Erie Chamber of 
Commerce encourages its members, 
residents, and communities across 
Ontario to make a stand on this issue. 
Simply visit www.saveliveracing.com 
to speak your mind and join the ini¬ 
tiative to save live racing. Your com¬ 
ments will automatically be sent to 
an extensive list of public officials 
including the Prime Minister, Finance 
Minister, Premier on Ontario, 
Members of Parliament, Members of 
Provincial Parliament, and more. For 
additional information about the 
impact to the horse racing industry 
visit the Ontario Horse Racing 
Industry Association's website www. 
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Ice Boom taken out of Lake Erie 


> First year ice- 
barricade was 
installed the 
earliest it had been 
removed in the past 


A lack of ice on Lake Erie 
had crews removing the 
ice boom this week, a 22- 
span blockade that has 
been installed every year 
since the winter of 1964- 
65. 

This will be the earliest 
it has been taken out of 
the lake since the first year 
it was placed, to prevent 
large formations of ice 
from entering the Niagara 

Previously, March 5, 
1998 held the record for 
the most premature 
removal. 

Considering The absence 
of an ice build up below 
Niagara Falls and the lim¬ 
ited potential for signifi¬ 
cant ice to form, the pro¬ 
cess to take it out started 
Tuesday. 

The latest date the boom 
was removed from Lake 
Erie was in 1971 when 
heavy ice flow was consis¬ 
tent until May 3. 

Last year, boom opening 
began on April 12 and was 
completed on April 22. 

The boom is owned and 
operated by the New York 
Power Authority and 
Ontario Power Generation. 

Use of the 22-span steel 
pontoon Ice- barricade is 
authorized by the 
International Joint 
Commission with its 
International Niagara 
Board of Control oversee¬ 
ing the installation, opera¬ 
tion and removal. 

During years when an ice 
cover forms on Lake Erie, 
the installation of the boom 
substantially reduces ice 
accumulation that inter¬ 
feres with hydro-electric 
power production and can 
cause flooding and dam¬ 
age to shore properties. 



KRISDUBt Fort Erie Times 


On Tuesday, crews began removing the ice boom from the Niagara River. This is the earliest it has been taken out, 
after the first time it was installed back in the winter of 1964-65. 



Library 

March Break is nearly here, 
and the Library has a great 
line-up of events, movies and 
workshops and even a scav¬ 
enger hunt! Tickets are ready 
now for the movie Hugo, 
playing on Monday; The 
Amazing Corbin, who per¬ 
forms comedy and magic on 
Tuesday; the owls and eagles 
of the Canadian Raptor 
Conservancy on Wednesday; 
Thursday's screening of the 
new Muppet movie, and an 
Alchemy program from Mad 
Science on Friday. All pro¬ 
grams are at 10:15 a.m. at the 
Centennial Branch, and at 
1:30 p.m. at Crystal Ridge. 
Tickets are $2 for each pro¬ 
gram, or a bonus pack of 3 
tickets for $5. 

Visit 

www.forterietimes.com for 


South Buffalo Catholic 

Three Distinct Campuses 
On Outstanding School 

Choose the school that gives your child the best chance to get 
ahead. That’s what you’ll get at South Buffalo Catholic Schools. 
Diocesan elementary school students score as much as 35% higher 
on language arts and 22% higher on math than their public school 
peers, while 98% continue on to College! Find out for yourself.... 

JOIN US AT OUR OPEN HOUSES 

• StAmbrose Open House, Wednesday March 7th, 6:30pm - 8:30pm 

• Trinity Open House, Wednesday March 14th, 6:30pm - 8:30pm 

• Notre Dame Open House is Thursday March 22nd, 6:30pm - 8:30pm 

For a private tour please 
e-mail edbednarz@southbuffalocatholic.com 
ALL ARE WELCOME. FOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT, 
_ WWWStLUTHBUFFALOCATHOLIC.COM _ 





St. John’s Stevensville 
United Church 

14789 Sodom Road, Stevensville, Ontario 

Invites and Welcomes You to Join Us 
Sunday Service: 11 a.m. - n 
Sunday School: 11 a.m. - m 
V Wheelchair Accessible 


« Riverside 
Community 
Church 

2669 Niagara Parkway, Fort Erie 


We look forward to meeting you! 
Easter: What We Struggle to Understand-The Plan 
Pastor jay Stewart - 9:00 a.m. and 10:30 a.m. 
Full kids ministry up to Grade 5 at 10:30 a.m. service. 


Sherkston BIC 

Join us on 

Sunday morning at 10:30am. 
Nursery & Toddler Care provided F 
Kids Time starting at 10:15 am. 

Pastor Dale Shaw's Message is: 
"A PROMISE YOU CAN STAND ON" 

5348 Sherkton Road, Sherkston 
www.sherkstonbicchurch.com 


t 


Faith Reformed Church 

3605 Black Creek Road, 
Stevensville, Ont 


OLD TESTAMENT TABERNACLE 


Led by Experienced Bible Teacher Nel Koudys 
We'll explore: 

Shadows of the Messiah, 

Discover God's Portrait of Christ and Learn 

How to Worship a Holy God 

Wednesday, March 7th - 7:00 p.m. 


Sunday Services 10:30 am & 6:30 pm 
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our editorial 

Big Brothers Big Sisters 
really needs your support 


This is a serious problem and the 
community needs to rally until the 
end of April to turn it around. 

We spoke to the local Big Brothers 
Big Sisters (BBBS) Agency this week 
about the Bowl for Kids' Sake cam¬ 
paign and the $45,000 goal is very far 

The local charity, its staff and vol¬ 
unteers to remarkable things for thew 
youth in Fort Erie and we know that 
the community is aware of this, but 
they also need to know that the two- 
week long bowling extravaganza is its 
biggest fundraiser and could "make 
or break" some of the programs and 
services offered by BBBS. 

Coming only a couple thousand 
dollars short of the goal would likely 
only have minimal impacts, but the 
executive director projected they will 


be about $15,000 short this year and 
that is devastating. 

So, here you go Fort Erie residents 
and local businesses that haven't 
already made a contribution. 

Are you looking for something to 
do that will make you feel better 
about yourself? 

This is your chance. 

Donations will still be accepted 
through the BBBS office until the end 
of March and online donations will 
be collected until the end of April. 

Go to the story on page 13 to find 
out more about making a contribu- 


-Kris DuM 


Audits just another 



Kris Dube 

Editor's Notebbok 


This is one of those col¬ 
umns that will likely cause my 
name to be used more than 
once on a few local blogs this 
weekend. 

Oh well, here it goes. 

The audit process is just 
another notch in the belt of 
local political issues that cost 
a ton of money, slow the 
municipality down for almost 
a year and when it's all said 


and done...we are at the 
same place we started. 

I'm not criticizing people 
for exercising their demo¬ 
cratic rights, or opposing 
certain members of council 
for decisions they have 
made... I want to make that 
_ more clear than the Lake 
has been of ice this winter. 

What I do find comical, for 
the lack of a better term, is 
how this is just another exam¬ 
ple of the civil war in this 

Supporters of both mayor¬ 
al candidates against one 
another, blog versus blog, or 
even how seating arrange¬ 
ments in the council cham¬ 
bers tend to form... these are 


example 

all examples of what some¬ 
thing like six candidates from 
an election that was a year- 
and-a half ago being audited 
continues to do to our com¬ 
munity. 

Leading up to Tuesday and 
Wednesday of this week, local 
political junkies were in fine 
form... posting their expecta¬ 
tions of the audit reports and 
what it would mean for the 
members of council being 
challenged. 

Being thrown out of office, 
facing large fines or jail time 
were all expected... and what 
happened in the end? 

Absolutely nothing and I 
agree that's die way it should 
have been. 



Do You Remember? 


Thanks to former 
Brownie leader and pres¬ 
ent-day mother, Bonnie 
Colosimo, we have full iden¬ 
tification for last week's Do 
You Remember photo. In 
the photo, Girl Guide 
Rosemary Colosimo is 
receiving her Canada cord 
from her mother who got 
special permission to pres¬ 
ent this to her daughter. 
Mrs. Colosimo was a 


Stevensville Brownie leader 
while Rosemary was in Mrs. 
Joan Mymryk's Fort Erie 

Mrs. Colosimo told us 
that this photo was very 
timely as she gets together 
with her group of former 
Brownie and Girl Guide 
leaders every Feb. 22 to cel¬ 
ebrate World Thinking Day, 
the mutual birthday of Lord 
Baden-Powell, founder of 


the Scout Movement and 
his wife Olave, who served 
as World Chief Guide. 

This week's photo shows 
three ladies possibly plan¬ 
ning a trip. There is one 
name on the back, "Bev 
Arbour" along with the date, 
March 17, 1981. Please call 
the Museum at 894-5322 or 
e-mail us at museum@fort- 
erie.on.ca if you know any¬ 
thing about this photo. 


of rivalries within our town 


From the start, everyone 
knew there was no corrupt 
involvement with anyone in 
their campaign spending, as 
much as some people wished 
there was, so a different result 
may have come from the 
audits. 

And that's the key... no 
corruption means no action. 
At least that's the understand¬ 
ing I took away from the two- 
day process at Town Hall. 

I've said in the past that the 


was made by Ward 6 Coun. 
Paul Collard, who missed very 
clear language in the 
Municipal Sections Act that 
says all candidates must open 
a separate bank account for 


their campaign. 

He neglected to do this 
and the price he has to pay is 
this being on the public 

But never once did anyone 
really think that Coun. Collard 
ever had any skeletons in his 
closet from his campaign. 

I don't think anyone ever 
suspected him of accepting 
donations from any criminal 
biker gangs or groups of that 

Perhaps the biggest penal¬ 
ty for all candidates is the fact 
that the people who oppose 
their style of governance know 
everything about how they 
handled their own money for 
the election and are aware of 


the many minor mistakes that 

You can hold these against 
them but let's move on and 
get some business conducted, 
rather than pointing fingers, 
calling names and devoting 
all of your time to saying how 
the town should be operated. 

I'm not saying people 
shouldn't stand up for what 
they believe in, but there are 
other things going on in life- 
other than what takes place 
every Monday night in the 
council chambers. If you 
would like to leave me feed¬ 
back, call me at (905) 871- 
3100 exL 207 or send me an 
email to editorial@forteri- 
etimes.com. 
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Impact of horseman's 
operation is 'far reaching' 


Dear Editor, 


My name is Martin 
Drexler. I am a thorough¬ 
bred race horse trainer 
based at Woodbine and 
Fort Erie Racetrack. 

In 2009 I moved from 
Manitoba to Ontario to 
pursue and further my 
occupation in a province 
where horse racing was 
supported and highly 
regarded. 

I employ at least 15 to 
20 full time workers that 
rely on my business 
directly as their source of 
income. 

These people have been 
dedicated to this industry 
anywhere from 10 to 20 
years. Indirectly, the effect 
of my racing operation is 
far reaching. 

Feed distributors, farri¬ 
ers, vets, horse van driv¬ 
ers are just some of the 
people that rely on horse 
racing to provide their 
livelihood. 

If the Liberal govern¬ 
ment was to discontinue 
the revenue sharing part¬ 
nership with the race¬ 
tracks that is currently in 
place, it would decimate a 
whole industry and in 
effect displace thousands 
of workers and send them 
running to the unemploy¬ 
ment lines and thus creat¬ 


ing an even bigger burden 
on the province. 

I train race horses. It 
has been my business now 
for over 15 years. 

I have had success and I 
have had disappointments 
but the bottom line is, I do 
something for a living that 
I feel passionate about. 

I understand that not 
every citizen of this prov¬ 
ince is going to feel the 
same way that I do. 

I also understand that 
the government can put a 
spin on a subject so it 
appeals to the to the 
majority of the popula¬ 
tion, which in this instance 
is weighing the horse rac¬ 
ing industry against many 
of the most basic social 

I am not saying that 

sary or that kindergarten 
should be eliminated, but 
let's face it, we all know 
that this is all about votes 

If the government was 
losing money in this part¬ 
nership, would they have 
been involved in it for as 
long as they have been? 

I understand the eco¬ 
nomic climate of this 
province is less than desir¬ 
able at the present time, 
but let's not take an entire 
industry and dispose of it 
with the intention of bal¬ 


ancing the books just to 
realize that it did not 

This would be a costly, 
damaging, and most likely 
irreversible decision with 
its negative effects being 
felt well beyond the race¬ 
tracks of southern 
Ontario. 

Thank You. 


Martin Drexler 
concerned horseman 


Get educated 

vincial government 


The recent proposals 
made by the Ontario govern¬ 
ment with regards to "cut¬ 
ting the subsidy" to the horse 
racing industry are alarm¬ 
ingly short sighted and com¬ 
pletely misleading to the 
public. 

The horse racing industry 
is not subsidized by the tax¬ 
payers, as you would like us 
to believe. In fact, its is quite 
the opposite, as your gov¬ 
ernment's own and several 
independent studies have 
indisputably proven. 

Professional and hobbyist 



Brittany McCormick Kim Pereira Petrina Istok Ruth Sparks 

"I went to Las Vegas a|so went t0 Las Tve ^ next week "I've been spending 
and got severe sun- Vegas, lost some money off from work and will snnreadvKnm^hio 

■ n from riding a and now evening is be spending it with my 


liagara College 


-What do you think?- 


E-mail: editorial@forterietimes.com or call 905-871-3100, ext. 207 


about horse industry before it's too late 


horsemen and women com¬ 
prise a large group of dedi¬ 
cated business persons 
whose enormous, year round 
financial contributions to 
their local economy is well 
documented. 

The "$345 million subsidy" 
the Ontario government 
presents to the taxpayers as 
being more palatable cut to 
the overburdened taxpaying 
public, is actually a contrac¬ 
tual partnership of revenue 
sharing between the horse¬ 
men of Ontario and the pro¬ 
vincial government. 

One in which the local and 
provincial governments have 
benefltted by 80 per cent of 
the billions of dollars of rev¬ 
enue generated in no small 


part by the horsemen, in 
turn, re invest their 10 per 
cent of the proceeds into 
their local communities, 

In the smaller communi¬ 
ties particularly, we are a 
huge contributor to local 
business, many of whom 
along with the horse indus¬ 
try in Ontario would not sur¬ 
vive, if the Ontario govern¬ 
ment were to follow through 
with their proposal to dis¬ 
continue the current effec¬ 
tive and profitable profit 
sharing revenue with the 

It is not a choice between 
racetrack and day care facili¬ 
ties. 

You won't need day care if 
you don't have a job. Don't 


make the mistake of think¬ 
ing that this won't negatively 
impact you, your property 
values or your future servic¬ 
es, just because you might 
not go to the races. 

The horse racing industry 
in Ontario directly supports 
over 60,000 jobs. 

We are imploring the pub¬ 
lic as well as our elected 
leaders to educate your¬ 
selves on the ramifications 
of this disastrous proposal 
and rally to prevent it before 
it's too late. 


Mel and Alenka 
Widenmaier 
Port Colbome 



Income Tax Preparation Quick and Easy! 


March 1 st - April 30 th 
$ 45* for a single return 

“Membership does have its privileges” 


FORT ERIE » 

People Helping People 
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The Town of Fort Erie 

F0R1*ERI£ 


1 Municipal Centre Drive, Fort Erie, ON, L2A 2S6 

(905)871-1600 • Fax (905) 871-4022 • www.torterie.on.ca 
EMERGENCY TELEPHONE INFORMATION 905-871-1600 
RADIO EMERGENCY INFORMATION 91.7 FM -105.7 FM - 610 AM 


Our Focus: Your Future 


PUBLIC NOTICES 


m LOOKING FOR SUMMER WORK? 

The Corporation is now accepting applications for summer student employ¬ 
ment opportunities in parks/cemeteries; facilities; roads; horticulture; museums 
and engineering. Schedules may include Saturday and Sunday. Some positions 
require a valid, Class G drivers’ license. Further details are available at www.town. 
forterie.ca. Go to "Town Hall”, scroll down and click on “Employment 
Opportunities”. 

Returning students MUST apply. Application forms are available on-line and at 
Town Hall. The deadline for receiving applications is 5:00 p.m. FRIDAY 
MARCH 23, 2012. 


( 2 ) OVERNIGHT WINTER PARKING ON STREETS 

ATTENTION ALL MOTORISTS: In an effort to keep the streets free of vehicles 
during the winter months for snowplowing and sanding operations, residents are 
reminded that no overnight parking is permitted. 

Traffic By-law No. 2000-89, Section 205 provides that “No person shall park a 
vehicle or permit a vehicle to remain parked” on any street in Town “between the 
hours of 2:00 a.m. and 7:00 a.m. between November 1, 2011 and March 31, 
2012 .” 

The Town’s By-law Enforcement Officers will be exercising vigilant enforcement of 
By-law No. 2000-89. Your vehicle will be issued a parking ticket and 
could be towed, at your expense, if found in violation of the by-law. 
Enquiries may be directed to the Town’s By-law Enforcement Officers by calling 
(905) 871-1600, Extension 2216 (Geoff Stephenson) or Extension 2215 (Matt 
Richardson). 


(3) 



p TOWN OF FORT ERIE 

' 2012 MARCH BREAK 
PUBLIC SKATING 


March 10th 

2:00 - 3:30 pm 

$1.50/Person 

March 12th 

2:00 - 3:30 pm 

$1.50/Person 

March 14th 

2:00 - 3:30 pm 

$1.50/Person 

March 15th 

2:00 - 3:30 pm 

$1.50/Person 

March 17th 

2:00 - 3:30 pm 

$1.50/Person 

Crystal Ridge Arena: 

March 9th 

8:00-10:00 pm 

$2.50/Person 

March 11th 

1:00-2:30 pm 

$1.50/Person 

March 13th 

2:00 - 3:30 pm 

$1.50/Person 

March 16th 

8:00-10:00 pm 

$2.50/Person 

March 18th 

1:00-2:30 pm 

$1.50/Person 


(4) 


PUBLIC NOTICE 


SPEARS / HIGH POINTE 
NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN / SECONDARY PLAN 

INFORMATION OPEN HOUSE 

TUESDAY, MARCH 27, 2012 

Material & Display Preview 6:30 PM - Presentation and Q&A 7:00 to 8:01 
ATRIUM & COUNCIL CHAMBERS - TOWN HALL 
1 MUNICIPAL CENTRE DRIVE, FORT ERIE 



Residents, property owners, business owners and all interested citizens are 
invited to attend this Open House for the Spears / High Pointe Neighbourhood. 
The Town is undertaking the process of updating and formalizing the Neighbourhood 
Plan by way of Official Plan Amendment, commonly referred to as a Secondary 
Plan. The Plan will require adoption by Fort Erie Council and is subject to 
Regional Approval prior to forming part of our Official Plan. Once a Secondary 
Plan has been approved, it would serve as the guiding land use and policy docu¬ 
ment for the lands identified above. This is the first meeting in a series of public 
forums that provide attendees with an opportunity to: 

• Comment on the proposed Neighbourhood Concept Plan 

• Provide comments on key issues important to existing residents 
and stakeholders 

• Provide suggestions for consideration by staff during plan 
formulation 

Come out and help us shape the future of the Spears / High Pointe Neighbourhood. 
Town Council has made no decision on the proposed Secondary Plan. For further 
information please contact: 

Chris Millar, CPT, MCIP, RPP, Neighbourhood Planner 
Community and Development Services Department 
1 Municipal Centre Drive • Fort Erie, Ontario L2A 2S6 
(905) 871-1600 ext. 2503 
cmillar@town .forterie. on. ca 
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Shelves 
at COPE 


The holidays have come 
and gone, and so has the 
food supply at Community 
Outreach Program Erie 
(COPE). 

The fact that the shelves at 
COPE are empty is no sur¬ 
prise. Historically, that is 
what they look like at this 
time of the year, says man¬ 
ager Barb Volzke. 

The items needed include 
peanut butter, tuna fish, 
soup, macaroni and cheese, 
canned pasta and sauce, 
KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times spaghetti sauce, pasta, cere- 
businesses and organizations to make al. toilet paper, canned fruits 
and vegetables, along with 


empty 


lunch snacks and juice boxes 
for children. 

The local food bank has 
fridge space that allows for 
the donations of bread, milk, 
eggs, butter, and other per¬ 
ishable items. 

If someone wishes to 
make a financial donation, a 
charitable receipt will be 
issued. 

"If everyone helps just a 
little, it will make a big dif¬ 
ference," says Volzke. 

COPE is located at 32 
Dufferin Street. The phone 
number there is (905) 871- 
2526. 




FORT ERIE • NIAG 


% 

(£ Conservative 

Hon. Rob Nicholson, M.P. 

Working for you! 

Niagara Falls 
w\ 

! 

Electoral District Association 
vw.nfconservative.ca 

905-401-4612 


Niagara-on-the-Lake Participating Restaurants 


Bistro Six One 905-468-2532 

Connery ot Pillar and Post 905-468-2123 
Charles Inn 905-468-4588 

Escabeche ot Prince of Woles 905-468-3246 
Ginger Restaurant 905-468-3871 
Hillebrand Winery Restaurant 905-468-7123 
LIV at White Ooks 905-688-2550 
Peller Estates 905-468-4678 


Ravine Vineyard 905-262-8463 
Restaurant Oban Inn 905-468-2165 
Riverbend Inn 905-468-8866 
Stone Road Grille 905-468-3474 
Terroir La Cachette 905-468-1222 
The Epicurean 905-468-3408 
Tiara at Queens Landing 905-468-2195 
Zees Grill at Shaw Club 905-468-5715 


Black Creek-Stevensville Lions Club members Ted Watts, Ruth Watts, Wayne 
Turcotte, Derek Thomas, Ann-Marie Noyes, Wayne King, Flo Fraser, Sharon Thomas 
and Carol Peischl with 124 pairs of used eyeglasses that will be refurbished and 
distributed in developing countries. The local service club takes part in this initia¬ 
tive every year, as Lions Clubs are also known as "Knights of the Blind." 


A sight for more eyes 


/^ UR ^ 

* * LUNCH 
$25 

L DINNER 
V (tit; 


Signature Kitchens 


sttfa 


todw 


ULO m 


Thursday March 1 st to Monday March 5 th 2012 

PRIX-FIXE 3 COURSE MENUS Enjoy fabulous menus thoughtfully crafted | 
by each chef. Terrific value and a great opportunity to try several local fine dining 
establishments! Call the restaurant of your choice to make reservations directly. 

www.signaturekitchensofniagaraonthelake.com 






















At the Leisureplex ban¬ 
quet hall last Saturday, an 
event to support Alivia's 
Rainbows was held and it 
pulled in $33,513 for the 

The previous year, a grand 
total of $16,000 was raised 
and the family was more 
than thankful for the sup- 

Last weekend's generosity 
from everyone in attendance 
has him simply amazed... 
since they expected to reach 


a goal of about $20,000. 

"When we got to what we 
raised, we were stunned," 
said Craig. 

The loss of their daughter 
will always be difficult for 
the Vanderklei's, but know¬ 
ing that Alivia is still winning 
people's hearts is very 
rewarding for them. 

'We're incredibly proud of 
her, that she's still making an 
impact on people," he said. 

Most of the corporate 


Contact Vince at 905-871-3186 or Nino at 905-871-6886 

Italo-Canadian Club • 1101 DiPietro Street • Fort Erie 
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Hundreds of people gather to raise tens of thousands 


Kris Dube 

The Times 

Craig Vanderklei is proud 
of the inspiration his daugh¬ 
ter Alivia continues to be for 
people of all ages in the 

But he is also proud of the 
over 500 people who attend¬ 
ed a fundraiser for the orga¬ 
nization he and his wife 
Chantal started in honour of 
Alivia, who passed away 
from cancer in March 2010. 


kk 

We're incredibly 
proud of her, that 
she's still making 
an impact on 
people.” 

— Craig Vanderklei 


donations at the event came 
from the local business com¬ 
munity, but much of the 
support also came from 
people elsewhere in Niagara 
and the Hamilton area. 

He said the response to 
the organization that was 
founded after Alivia's pass¬ 
ing has been remarkable 
and they are thankful for 
every litde bit anyone has 
done along the way, espe¬ 
cially being a part of raising 
over $33,000 in one day. 


"It makes you feel very 
proud to be a part of that," 

Alivia was diagnosed with 
stage four neuroblastoma 
cancer in December 2008 
and on Dec. 23 she under¬ 
went surgery. 

For about the next year, 
the young family spent about 
ayearatMcMasterChildren's 
Hospital in Hamilton. 

In 2009, Alivia had three 
surgeries, seven cycles of 
chemotherapy, 60 radiation 


treatments upon hundreds 
of needles, scans and blood 

"She had an unshakeable 
confidence, maturity, sense 
of humour and love of life 
that made all those who 
came in contact with her 
love her," the parents say in 
a message at www.alivias- 
rainbows.com. 

Alivia passed away in 
March 2010, but her memo¬ 
ry and spirit lives on through 
the organization founded by 


Craig and Chantal 
Vanderklei. 

The group supports par¬ 
ents dealing with pediatric 
cancer situations who need 
help with expenses, travel¬ 
ling to McMaster from 
Niagara. 

"Our daughter made a 
positive difference in our 
lives and we can all make a 
positive difference in others' 
lives if we choose to. That is 
what Alivia's Rainbows is all 


PASTA NIGHT 

All You Can Eat Pasta & Meatballs 


t u0 

_ BQCOSE _ 


tWWPKtnn SOLUTIONS BUILT 

utvvmuis around you ™ 


Group™ 


INVESTORS GROUP 
FINANCIAL SERVICES INC. 

> MANAGING INVESTMENTS^-CASH MANAGEMENT 

> RETIREMENT PLANNING >ESTATE PLANNING 

> TAX PLANNING > BROKERAGE SERVICES | 

> MORTGAGES > PENSION ANALYSIS 

> INSURANCE ^SEVERANCES 


'■ftp] 

ES 


Lions Club of Fort Erie 

Corned Beef and Cabbage Dinner 

Friday, March 9th, 2012 
Lions Seniors Centre at 265 High Street from 5 pm to 7 pm 
Adults $10.00 Includes EBFF$10.00 Fort Erie Slots Voider lor Adults 

Children (io & under) $5.00 

Takeouts also available. yptaTKH 
We hope to see you there. 

Everyone Welcome 
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^JackShaws 
TreenAcresService 



ini road trip. Visit a town that 
you’re not familiar with and spend time 
walking around, taking in the sights, dining 
at local eateries, and meeting the people. 
It will be a refreshing change of pace and 
scenery for your family. 

Visit your library. Your local library is a great 
resource for free family entertainment. Pick 
up a book to learn some arts and crafts, 
research fun recipes, borrow kid-friendly 
DVDs, or check if the library is running any 
special March Break programs. 

Kid swap. If your friend’s kids are also stuck 
in town, arrange to watch them along with 
your own kids and then swap the next day. 
That way, you can get some much needed 
rest and relaxation. 

Board games. Remember what those are? 
Playing a board game is a great way to spend 
time together as a family and have face time. 
If your collection doesn’t intrigue your kids, 
purchase a new game that everyone agrees 


_ I Seek and you’ll find ...Adventure! 

Enter here... and take on the Challenge! 
Be Bold, he Brave, be part of 
MARCH BREAK @ your library! 

lake in the whole story ol this magical break! five programs, three workshops 


S Monday, Mar. 12 - "Hugo", the movie 

Tuesday, March 1 3 - The Amazing Corbin takes you on 
a an adventure in the realm of comedy and magic! 
Wednesday, March 14 -Feel the wind from their wings 
as they fly overhead - owls and eagles from the Canadian 
Raptor Conserva 

Thursday, March 15 - "The Muppets" mi 
Friday, Mar. 16 -Mad Science is on a mission to astonish with their 
new Alchemy show. 

Aii 5. ; 

Tickets $2 each or 3 (or $5. 

3 Amazing Workshops: 

Tuesday, Mar. 13 - Pick plants and build a TERRARIUM. (Kids, 
bring your own clear, empty 2 liter pop bottle.) 

Thursday, Mar. 15 - Ready, set, MIME and SLAPSTICK... you 

workshops ran al 10:15 al Crystal Mdge and al 1:30 al Centennial. Worhshop 
costs $3 per persoa. Limited space, pre-registration required. 

Wednesday, Mar. 14 - Babysitting course for kids 11 -14., at 
Centennial branch only from 10am to 4 pm. $25. Contact Dana at the 
Canadian Red Cross to register, 905 680-4099, ext 251. 

^ mk-toek Scavenger Hunt! 1 


forterie public! 


FINANCING AVAILABLE 

Bad Credit ? Giv e Us A Try ! 

'visiTOURWEBsifi 



We are a Ministry Approved and Licensed 
Beginner Driver Education Course Provider 

—___ Call us for current course dates and 

Atk iRk 1 information on other services, or visit our 
™ website: ©g ^5* 

I www.gordsdrivingschool.com 

3860 DOMINION ROAD, RIDGEWAY 

OUR BRING A 905-894 9041 
FRIEND REBATE 


MARCH BREAK COURSE 

TUESDAY, MARCH 13TH TO FRIDAY, MARCH 16TH, 2012 


PS 


STwvpl^ wvorvxe^TS, 

e* ferie.nc.es 


YMCA of Niagara 
March Break Camps 

March 9 th & March 12 th to 16 th 2012 

Junior and Youth Camps register daily orforthe whole 

Visit the EJ Freeland YMCA, 1555 Garrison Road 
or register online today! ymc 
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Connect to St. Catharines, Thorold, 
Niagara Falls, Welland and Port Colbome 
with Niagara Region Transit. 


Monday-Friday service 

The Fort Erie to Niagara Falls route provides 
convenient trips from Fort Erie to Niagara 
Falls Monday to Friday. Buses leave from 
Wal-Mart on Thompson Rd., seven times 
a day beginning at 6:55 a.m. Monday to 
Friday passengers can transfer to the St. 
Catharines or Niagara Falls-bound Niagara 
Region Transit route (Route 50/55) at the 
Thorold Stone Road and Dorchester bus stop. 


Fort Erie 


\\ Gilmore Rd h 

| Fort 

M — -..-a Cria 


Walmart J i 3 

0 "" ! 70 

Garrison Rd 


Saturday service 

Four trips on Saturday leaving from Wal-Mart on Thompson Rd. The first trip is at 9 a.m. 
Transfers on Saturday can be made at the Bridge Street terminal in Niagara Falls. 


niagararegiontransit 


Convenient affordable commuting 


kjj J/M4 p„ • n This route is operated by a Niagara Falls Transit bus. For 

■Niagara region more jnformation on sche dules, routes and trip planning visit 

WWW.niagararegion.Ca www.niagararegion.ca/transit or call 905-685-4225 ext. 3550. 


Extra fee 
for second 
trash bag 
or can 

Starting April 30, the cost to place an 
extra bag or can of garbage out for curb- 
side pick-up will be two dollars. 
Residents who require an additional 
bag or can of garbage over the weekly 
one bag-can limit have the option to use 
one of the new two dollar tags or two of 
their existing one dollar tags. 

Existing one dollar tags will not 

The increased fee will allow Niagara 
Region to completely cover the extra 
costs involved in picking up additional 
garbage containers. 

You can reduce the amount of gar¬ 
bage your household generates by using 
the Region's Blue Box, Grey Box and 
Green Bin programs. 

Results of recent curbside garbage 
audits conducted throughout Niagara 
show that almost 50 per cent of the 
material in the garbage is still made up 
of organic material that can be diverted 
through the Green Bin program. 
Another 15 per cent of the material 
found in the garbage is recyclable and 
can be diverted using the Region’s Blue 
and Grey Box recycling programs. 

Use of these programs can help you 
keep the garbage generated in your 
home to less than one bag or can each 
week. If a garbage tag is still required, 
new garbage tags are available at a num¬ 
ber of retail locations throughout 
Niagara. Please visit www.niagarare- 
gion.ca for a list of retail locations. 

Residents with a medical exemption 
can continue to use their existing tags 
and continue to place a single tag on 
their extra bags or cans of garbage, over 
the one bag or can weekly limit. 

Each week, all Niagara households 
and apartments with six units or less, 
can place one bag or can of garbage, 
and an unlimited number of recyclables 
and organics in their Blue Box, Grey Box 
and Green Bin out for curbside collec- 

The new fee is only for those residents 
who require extra bags or cans of gar¬ 
bage over the one can or bag limit. For 
more information on the Region’s curb- 
side garbage and recycling collection, 
please visit the Region's website at www. 
niagararegion.ca. 
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KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

The Town of Fort Erie's community and development services department participated in the 
Bowl for Kids' Sake campaign last Sunday as 'The Pinheads.' The disco-loving unit consisted of 
Signe Hansen, Chris Miller, Matt Kernahan, Amanda D'Angelo, Susan Dunsmore and Rick Brady. 


KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

The team from South Coast Cookhouse took a break from the lanes on Saturday, to pose for a 
photo. Representing the Crystal Beach restaurant were Jen Forte, Justin Burnett, Pat 
Chambers, Pam Thomas, Tim Smith and Phil Smith. 


Bowl for Kids Sake in 
jeopardy of reaching goal 

Kris Dube 

The Times 

Getting a group of friends, We've had less 


—Sondra Barrett 


teams participate 

cause has been a tradition for this year.” 
the last nine years in Fort Ene. * 

The local Big Brothers Big 
Sisters (BBBS) agency, along 
with the rest of the region, 
holds Bowl for Bads' Sake to 
benefit programs offered by mates the agency is on pace to 
the local non-profit and this bring in only about $30,000. 
year a goal of $45,000 
was set in Fort Erie. 

Unfortunately, if 
the current pace of 
fundraising keeps 
up, that goal will not 
be reached. It will be 
signiflcandy less, 
says BBBS executive 
director Sondra 
Barrett. 

"We've had less 
teams participate 
this year," said 
Barrett, who esti- 


But there are positives she 
has seen, as many of the indi¬ 
viduals who have hit the lanes 
seem to be making that extra 
effort to fill their pledge sheet 
"The average pledge per 
bowler is actually quite high," 
she said. 

Donations can be made by 


until theendofApril. 



nis 


Did you know...? 

. There is a diabetic amputation every 
30 seconds worldwide 


Diabetic foot amputation is a leading 
cause of admission to hospital in 
North America 




An innocent foot blister is the most frequent 
cause of diabetic foot ulcers & amputations. 


Not looking after your feet may cost you your life 

Dr. Bruce Rosenberg, MD 

Advanced Foot and Diabetic Wound Care 


Call now for an appointment 


*No Referal Needed 
(If Diabetic) 

COVERED BY OHIP 

New Patients Welcome 
By Appointment ~ Ample Free Parking 


905-646-7496 

211 Martindale Rd., 
Huntington Plaza, 

St. Catharines 



















14 Fort Erie Times • Saturday, March 3,2012 


Proposed Regional Policy Plan Amendment 
(RPPA 1-2012) 

Niagara's Economic Gateway Zone and Centre 

Purpose of the Open House 

The purpose of this Public Open House is to present the proposed Regional Policy Plan 
Amendment RPPA 1-2012: Niagara’s Economic Gateway Zone and Centre and to receive 
comments and answer questions from the public regarding the proposed Amendment. 

What is the Purpose and Effect of the Proposed Amendment to the Region’s 
Policy Plan? 

The Region’s Growth Management Strategy, Niagara 2031 includes policies which implement 
the Provincial Growth Plan’s Economic Gateway Zone and Centre designations. RPPA 
I -2012, Niagara’s Economic Gateway Zone and Centre Amendment provides strategic 
direction for the development of employment lands within the Gateway and outlines a land 
use strategy to support economic development and job creation in these areas. 

Niagara Region has prepared draft policies and mapping for RPPA I -2012 which can be 
viewed at www.niagararegion.ca. Niagara Region would like to obtain your views on this 
important policy initiative. 

Have Your Say 

Public input on this proposed amendment is welcomed and encouraged.Three Open Houses 
in the municipalities of Port Colborne,Welland and Fort Erie are being held to obtain your 
view.You can provide your input by attending one of the open houses where comment 
sheets will be made available. Representatives from the Region, their consultants and the 
respective local municipality will be present at each Open House to answer questions and 
discuss the next steps in the Gateway Amendment. 

The three Public Open Houses will be held at the following locations: 

Thursday, March 22,2012 Wednesday March 28,2012 Thursday March 29,2012 


7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers Community Room 

Port Colborne City Hall Welland City Hall 

66 Charlotte Street 60 East Main Street 

Port Colborne, ON Welland, ON 


7:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
Front Atrium 
Fort Erie Town Hall 
I Municipal Centre Drive 
Fort Erie, ON 


If you have any questions or concerns please contact: 

Brian Dick, MCIP, RPP, Policy Planner, Integrated Community Planning Department 
at (90S) 685-1571 ext.3365 or brian.dick@niagararegion.ca 

If you require any accommodations for a disability in order to attend and participate in the 
three Open Houses, please contact the Accessibility Advisory Coordinator at 905-685-4225 
ext. 3252, as soon as possible, or accessibility@niagararegion.ca to make the appropriate 
arrangements. 


NiagaraRegion 
www.niagararegion.ca 




Customer service 


On Friday, Staples on Garrison Road presented local resi¬ 
dent Deanna Schweitzer with a $1,000 gift card. At a previ¬ 
ous visit, she filled out a customer service survey and was 
chosen as the chain's monthly winner across Canada. With 
her are Pedro Lebron and Todd Robinson. 
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KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 

Rafik Sharobim stands in front of his Jarvis Street Phamacy on Friday. In the last two 
weeks, he says many customers have confused Jarvis Pharma (formerly Pharmetlcs) 
filing for bankruptcy with his place of business. 


Business as usual at 
Jarvis Street Pharmacy 


Kris D 


An article in the Feb. 18 issue of the 
Times has a lot of people confused, 
says a business owner on Jarvis Street. 

Rafik Sharobim, owner and phar¬ 
macist at Mrs. O's Pharmasave, says 
many of his customers have misinter¬ 
preted the story that ran two weeks 
ago about Jarvis Pharma, the pharma¬ 
ceutical plant just down the road from 
his business, that has filed for bank- 

Many customers, some of them 
senior in age, misread the story and 
thought the pharmacy was in financial 
trouble and was considering closing 
its doors. 

That is not the case. 


"We're here and we're not going 
anywhere," said Sharobim. 

Two weeks ago, a few curious clients 
raised questions about it and he 
explained to them that it was a totally 
unrelated matter... and he was able to 
shrug it off as a simple misunder¬ 
standing. 

But as the days passed, more people 
were wondering. 

"At first, I thought it was just one or 
two customers who misunderstood," 
he said. 

He estimates that about a half dozen 
people per day, entered the drug store 
to ask if they were going out of busi- 

This is not a retraction, as the article 
that was printed in the Feb. 18 issue 
was accurate and without any errors. 


Congratulations 
Niagara Residents 

It's been one year since changes were made 
to your curbside collection services. 

The results show a significant 
improvement: 


Recycling is up 13 per cent 
Garbage is down 13 per cent 


Thank you for your efforts. 
Keep up the great work! 



Rethink 

Waste 



NiagaraRegion 


www.niagararegion.ca 
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classifiedextra.ca 


BIS- Ini SSKT 
■ IMesr-Bfc — 


Bar 


Place it on classifiedextra.ca 


Wanted 
to Buy 


WANTED! Old/Nei 


Old Christmas Oma- 


+ utilities 289-228-4268 . 




ATTENTION 

READERS 

classifiedextra.ee 
strongly recommends 


response to Employ¬ 
ment or Job Oppor¬ 
tunity advertisements. 


Lessons asso 


Dan's Dive Ihop. 329 
Welland Ave. St. Cath. 
905-984-2160 or visit 


Fort Erie 

Shopping 


WE ARE SEEKING A 

FULL-TIME ADVERTISING 
SALES REPRESENTATIVE 


Fort Erie Times 

CARRIERS WANTED 


TO JOIN OURTI 


If you possess the following, we want to hear from 

• Proven track record in sales 

• Goal Oriented 

• Motivated Self Starter 

• Positive team minded attitude 

• Excellent presentation & communication skills 

• Possess a reliable vehicle 





SeSsSI 

or email us at jamgelin@rogers.com 
Charitable Registration #887886919RR001 
Income Tax Receipts issued tor donation 
— e. Membership $10.00 yearly 
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Coming asm 


Spaghetti Dinner 

Thursday, March 8th 
Continuous Serve 5 - 7 p.m. 
All Saints Anglican 
Church 

South Mill Ridgeway 
Spaghetti, Meatballs, 
Salad and Dessert 
Adults $8.00 
Children 5-12 $5.00 
Under 5 Free. 


yourlij^moments.ca 


Marking your milestones. 


1-866-541-6757 



LY YANDO 

,a y , rY a,, r r,ami| , 


Stag^doe^ 

for 

Courtney Mclnerney & Brad Mott 

Saturday, March 3rd - 7 p.m. -1 a.m. 
Fort Erie Golf Club Banquet Hall 
1640 Garrison Rd (Sunset Rd. Entrance) 
Food - Games - Prizes - $5 


Have Something to Announce? 

Let us help you 
Call Classifieds: 1 866 541 6757 


yourlifmioments.c 


1 - 866 - 541-6757 

milestones@yourlifemoments.ca 


Marking your milestones. 


^)eaths 



GALLANT, James Alban - Son of the late 
Helena Shreenan and John Gallant. 
Predeceased by his brothers and sisters 
Florence Burnette, St. Clair Gallant, 
Raymond Gallant, Edna Frances Leard and 
Rose Marie Gallant. Also predeceased by 
niece Sharon MacKenzie Boutilier. Survived 
by his sisters Mary Keefe, Eileen MacKenzie 
and brothers Cyril Gallant and Lloyd Gallant. 
He has 19 nieces and nephews. Al worked 
for the Ontario Jockey Club and retired after 
35 years of service. He was also a taxi driver 








In designing our facility, we wanted 
to ensure that families were provided 
with as may conveniences as 
possible. 


Darren Flagg 


1105 Benner Rd., Fo 
(905) 871-044 
www.bennerfuneralsen 
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Cremations and Burials 

Dignity, Simplicity 
and Respect 

Jerome J. O’Charchin, Funeral Director 

905-894-0120 

241 Ridge Road « Ridgeway 'ON' LOS 1N0 


Would you Like to Place an 
In Memoriam for Your Loved One? 


Our staff will be 
pleased to help you. 


Call 1-866-541-6757 
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Meteors end regular season with Kids' Night at Leisureplex 


Matt McNevin 

Special to the Times 

The Fort Erie Meteors 
were unable to finish the 
regular season with a win, 
but they are looking toward 
the playoffs with optimism. 

The Meteors, who lost to 
the Port Colborne Pirates 7- 
3 on Saturday night, finished 
the season with a 12-36-3 
record and finished seventh 
in the Golden Horseshoe 
Conference of the Greater 
Ontario Junior Hockey 
League (GOJHL). 

Meteors head coach Clint 
Strachan said he didn’t think 
his team got up for this game 
because it didn’t mean any¬ 
thing for them. 

“It’s obviously not the 
result we wanted. We had 
some strong points but over¬ 
all it wasn’t the game we 
wanted to have. We’re look¬ 
ing forward to getting ready 
for the playoffs, so this game 
is really in the back of our 
minds already.” 

Fort Erie goalie Matt 
Smart, who replaced Connor 
Visca in net halfway through 
the second period after Visca 
let in five goals on 20 shots, 


said they both let in bad 
goals, but "it’s all leading 
into the playoffs, so it’s a 
clean slate now.” 

"It’s a new season,” Stuart 
said of the playoffs. “Nothing 
matters that happened 
tonight, it’s done and over.” 

While the game was the 
last regular season game for 
the team, it was also the final 
regular season game for two 
of the Meteors’ players. 

Smart and Fort Erie cap¬ 
tain Andrew Ansell won’t be 
returning to the team next 
season because they’ve 
reached GOJHL age limit. 
Both players were bom in 

"It’s a chapter in the life, a 
chapter in the book,” Ansell 
said on his time in the 
league. “It was fun and it 
was a good career.” 

He said during his three 
years with the Meteors, he’s 
made friendsliips that will 
last a lifetime. 

“I came up here not know¬ 
ing anybody and I made a 
couple best friends that I’ll 
have for the rest of my life,” 
Ansell said. 

Strachan said Ansell is a 
hard-working leader on the 
team who plays hard every 


game. 

"That’s Andrew Ansell for 
you. He works hard and 
leads the boys and he'll do 
the same going into the 
playoffs." 

Smart says his one year in 
the league was a "great 
experience.” 

"It was a hard league to 
play in and I got to push 
myself and I got to meet a 
bunch of great guys.” 

Fort Erie will play against 
the Niagara Falls Canucks in 
the first round of the play¬ 
offs. 

Strachan said the Meteors 
will stand in the Canucks 
way during the first round. 

"We’re not going to make 
it easy for them and we’re 
looking forward to that chal¬ 
lenge. It doesn't matter how 
many points they finished 
above us, both of us are 
starting at zero. I think that 
if we go out and work hard 
and play for 60 minutes 
we’ll have a good chance 
and we’ll give them a good 

The Meteors played their 
first playoff game last night 
in Niagara Falls. Game two 
is tonight at the Leisureplex 
at 7:15 p.m. 



KRIS DUBE Fort Erie Times 


Fort Erie Meteors alternate captain Cameron Fairgrieve looks for a pass during last Saturday's 
final regular season game for the 2011-12 season. 



www.thermographyclinicniagara.com 
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Ontuifc 


♦ Spring is fast approaching... Buying or Selling? \ 
l| CALL GLORIA MOON. 

■* 225 Garrison Road, Fort Erie, Ontario 

rD - Bus. 905-871-2121 Fax. 905-871-9522 L 


FORT ERIE 
CHAMBER 


“The Voice of Business” 


905 - 871-3803 

www.greaterforteriechamber.com 


O wdal Wlm, < 

O 3966 Erie Road. Crystal Bead) • Phone: 905-694-8864 

NOW IS THE TIME TO START THINKING 

ABOUT YOUR SUMMER WINES 

Try Our NIAGARA MIST FRUIT WINES! 


I 10 Years of Helping Wine Lovers Make Great Wine! 


haircuts • colours • hilites • perms 
wigs • updo styling • nails • facials 
massage • waxing 


Opti-Firn 

-i EyeTreatment $40 

905-871-441 

1 *31 Jarvis* Fort Erie 


International Women's Day 

March 8, 2012 

I am a woman, 

and proud of it 

For the future of women 

International Women’s Day is celebrated in many different countries 
around the world. It is a day during which women are recognized tor 
their achievements, whether they are of a national, cultural, economic, 
or political nature. It is an occasion to look back on earlier batdes for 
rights fought by pioneers in equality, and above all it is a time to prepare 
the future for generations of women yet to be bom. 

In 1975, during International Women’s Year, the United Nations 
initiated International Women’s Day, to be celebrated every March 8. 
Two years later, the General Assembly recognized the role of women in 
the fight for peace and development. 

Since its beginnings, this event has taken on a whole new dimen¬ 
sion, as much in developed countries as in the developing world. The 
fe mini st movement has had an enormous influence in turning this 
day of celebration into a rallying point for the fight for every woman’s 
right to participate in the political and economic processes. This day is 
also the ideal moment for local and international women’s advocacy 
groups to lobby for positive change and to celebrate the courage and 
determination of ordinary women to thrive as individuals and support 
their families in a multitude of ways. 

s essential that women be a part of lasting solutions to society’s 
social, economic, and political problems. Women’s freedom, safety, 
participation, and leadership 

are central to the balance Greater Fort Erie Chamber 
of all things and all public of Commerce & Niagara Falls 
institutions. Let’s think this Small Business 

March 8 about how we can Enterprise Centre 

cmesc »**&«*** 

world. 7«b annual 

International 
Women’s Day 
Networking Luncheon 
Friday, March 9, 2012 

Bridgewater Country flub, 

700 Gilmore Road 
Contact the Fort Erie Chamber 
for more details 
905-871-3803 or 
@FortErieChamber.com 





Ashby QiBsoti ba, llb 

Barrister & Solicitor 

948 garrison tRpatC 
fort Brie, Ontario 
£25119(7 


(905) 871-2424 
24 firs. 871-6868 
Jo*. 871-4848 




Need a mortgage? 

Our team can help you... 

FORT ERIE 9K 


P Facebook 

www.forteriecu.coi 



































